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Keeping Focus

Childrends Sunday t hrisity Suedayr, ayitbftemdoes.7t)is infpartant that vaen
not overlook that there is this one Sunday each year The First Sunday After Pentecost) designated to the
theme of the Holy Trinity . This is, after all, a major truth that makes Christian faith unique.

A Congregational pastor once asked a Greek Orthodox priest if his church had any social action
program. Yes we dq the priest replied - it is called the Holy Trinity .

That response might seemperplexing to some - but it reveals a fundamental understanding of
Christian life. The Trinity displays divine perfection . It is therefore the most demanding model we could
ever possibly have for human behavior and attitude. Since none of us ever achievesuch perfection in this
mortal life, the holiness of God is our judgment in sin, and is therefore our invitation to redemption in
Christ.

This divine perfection has two points: the love of God, and theharmony o f God. We gl i b
i s |- which Idorders on nonsense from the standpoint of simple grammar, because it turns the verb
love into a dead end noun. Love is a verb because it is aaction, arelationship , and needs an objectto
complete the sentence-as i n Al | ove chogyopakeo. or Wl dbowmett e
we can say fAGod is |l oved because of the fact of t

synonym for the Trinity. It means: The Father loves the Son; the Son loves the Father; the Son loves the
Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit loves the Father; the Holy Spirit loves the Son; the Father loves the Holy
Spirit... You get the idea. The love of God isrelational . From the love of the triune Persons, each for the
other, flows the love of God for this whole Creation, and for each one of us.

The harmony of God - the second point of divine perfection - flows from the first. The nature of
divine love is condescension The Father stoops, or bows, to the Son. The Son stoops, or bows, or
condescendsto the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit stoops or condescends to the Son and the Father. And so
it goes- around and around, like a dance. In the Incarnation , Christ so condescends to human mortality
as to go to the Cross to bear our sins.

Now - the question: What would this world | ook like if things on earth followed the pattern of
heaven? What about a world where rivalry, envy, and domineering did not exist? What would our politics,
our social order, our economic systems, even our family life look like if powerful nations were to bow to
the weak, if ruling classes would stoop to the poor, if banks and governments and corporations and
schools would condescend to persons, if every exercise of authority were not to benefit itself, but a lesser
Other?

We live in afallen world . Have noillusions about that. Christian Utopias have come and gone, often
with disastrous results - crushing their starry -eyed supporters along with the romantic fantasies on which
they were built. We are children of Adam while God remains God. But the Good News & that He loves us
nonetheless, and sent his Son to lead us into His kingdom.

- Pastor Duke
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Pastoral Search & Call Committee

The Pastoral Search Committee
continues to meet every other week. The
information we are gathering is for the church
profile which we are required to complete. |
would like to encourage all church members
and friends to participate in the Visioning
process that is working very hard to establish
our core values as a church. Your input is
vital to the growth and future goals of First
Congregational Church. It is the process by
which all may give their voice!

Thank you,
Marjorie Whittemore
Co-Chair Pastoral Search Committee

Blessed
are you!

M. 16:17

Christian Educa tion News

As final plans for Confirmation Sunday

and Childrends day are

to thank everyone thathas supported the
Christian Ed C omnittee over this past year
through teachingdonations and your timelt is
hard to believe that andber season has gone by.
All the good things that happen here would not
be possible without the commitment of those
who give so much of themselves and to all the
parents committed to passing on their faith to
their children.

There will be an informal oneoom
Sunday School during the summer.This will be
held in the puppet roomnext to the nursery.
Nursery care will also continue to be provided.
Worship does change to the 9:30am as of June
14", This will continue through Sept6th.

Vacation Bible School will be held
August 3-7,9am-12noon.Many t hank vy
to the helpers that have come to the decorating
sessions Soon the halls and class rooms will
have a southern feel to them as we transform the
church to the BayouéTher
donationsin the fellowship halllf you know of
people that are planning to attend please urge
them to send in registration forms soon as they
are already coming inéEv
VBS we do a mission project (operation kid to
kid) this year our project wilbe local. J ulie
Meehan, director of the Gardner CAC, will be

bceming py eanladiyeto dick up drash vegethlileR e



to give locally.As we all know the economy has
affected many and the CAC has seen an
increase in needThis effort is to assist with
healthy cloices for those in need of assistance.
May everyone enjoy their summer vacations and
time together with family and friends.

Mark your calendars. Rally Sunday Pancake
breakfast September 14th 9:30am

Many Blessings,
Sue

Trustees Notes

AHowb6s it going?o
many people use when seeing a frlend or
acquaintance. Well stranger, if you have not seen
me | ately, 611 teldl

Prices and the stock markate rising again,
spring has sprung, soon people will be on summer
vacations, work on the church building will begin
to pick-up due to favorable weather, and VBS and
the Fair on the Green will take place. Really, you

di dndt need me ts;osomtelw |
you get news and read the Church announcements,
right?

Being a spiritual or

primary mission and, with many devoted

volunteers and staff members, | think we do a
good job at it. We can always do a little better job
perhaps andl believe we are poised to expand our
ministry within the community.

With that in mind, roof repairs, repairing
outside doors and windows, assuring safe flooring
areas, and paying for regular maintenance just
plain costs money. We try to make the business
side of the Church as invisible as possible because
it tends to clash with the spiritual side.

So, if you see some work being done in the
hall way or bathrooms, know that we are doing
business and that somehow we were able to pay

com

y ou

for it. Remember, Rome wawot built in a day,

and neither will FCC; we are a work in progress.

Rejoice
Ron Ruston

-

| am the living bread that
came down from heaven.
Johnss1

Summer 2009 o
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h o wsinbdy Fel@Wwship 9 -
Coffee Hour Host/Hostess

June 7 = Picnic at
June 14 = Visioning Committee
June 21 = Joan Mellanson

y 0 U Juhelp® S1@ureh Baktierg

July 5 = Ben Parker & Brian Smith

g a n puly azt=iAgrinSandr & Shefri MifisO s
July 19 = The Moretti Family
July 26 = Steve and Duz Brooks

Aug. 2 = Missy King

Aug. 9 = Fellowship Committee

Aug. 16 = Mssy King

Aug. 23 = Marge and John Whittemore
Aug. 30 = Marge and John Whittemore

Kitchen monitor
June and July is Lauren Bastien
August is Missy King

| The Tower Times

JUN/JUL/AUG 2009 |

Cy



A sign -up poster has been

placed in fellowship hall for

people to choose when they

would like to  host coffee hour.
L If there is a certain Sunday

that you would like, please fill

in your name. You can even
choose more than one if you wish - we
dondt mind! Coffee
provided, so you are only responsible for
creamer and snacks. If youare  unable to
host on the day you choose and are
unable to find your own replacement,
please contact Lauren Bastien at 630 -
3433 or laurenbastien@msn.com

ffee Hour

and

On June 7, there will be an All -
Church Pot-Luck Picnic at Cynthia
Henshawoos foll owi
instead of our usual coffee hour.

Everyone is invited to bring a
favorite dish and join us!

~~~ The June Fair-on-the-Green will
be Saturday, June 6 from 9am-2pm.

Thank you to the following people and
committees for volunteering:
** Take-a-Chance Raffle (Missy King)**

** Baked Goods (Marge Whittemore)**
** Strawberry Shortcake (Christian Ed)**
** Face Painting (Angelina Donahue)**
** Lunch (Deacons)**
**50/50 Raffle (Missions Council) **

** Music (Heather Baczewski)**
**Color Flyer (Karen Lenthall)**

Live music will be provided by Jon
Evans and Lisa

Dur kee

ABl ues for Jesus. o0
be entertaining us with his radio host
talents.

A sign up list is on the table in the
fellowship hall for people to help with
set-up (8:00am) and breakdown

(%:Qloprp)e ar e

If you would like to help, contact
Lauren Bastien at 630-3433 or
laurenbastien@msn.com.

Calling all Vendors and Crafters!

Are you a consultant for a
h &ompdn@dr Prddéc®
Do you have a special crafting skill,
or know someone who does?
Come and be a part of the
June Fair-on-the-Green on Saturday,
June 6 from 9am-2pm!
The fee is $25 per space
($20 for church members).
Contact Lauren Bastien for a
registration form.
Phone (978) 630-3433 or E-mail
laurenbastien@msn.com

Abbottds band

| The Tower Times

-4-

JUN/JUL/AUG 2009 |



mailto:laurenbastien@msn.com
mailto:laurenbastien@msn.com
mailto:laurenbastien@msn.com

is OPEN for

July ushers are Pat & Phil
Darby

June usher ing

August ushers are
Carol Smith & Gard Bent

Pleasecall Dave Smith at
978-874-2478 if you are
interested in ushering for
June or any other month.
Thanks.

Action Auction

Hello all. It is our

10°\
§ '15‘ pleasure to talk to you
)&%  about our Action Auction
U;_; coming to FCC on
s :,1, “  September 26 ™.  The

Church Council wanted to
help bridge the budget gap so we decided
to hold an auction.

There will be several different types of
auctions to take place; a live auction, a
reverse auction (provide a service for
fixed amount, first person bids, wins), Pay
the D.J., a 25% to Charity bidd ing raffle,
and group auctions.
Christian fellowship along with fun and
some revealing activities.

Provided with the donation at the door
will be refreshments, a door prize, the
Action Auction Catalog, and a number for
bidding.

Wh at 0 s e auctiondd off? Services
that you or someone you know could
perform and a service you think other
people would bid on. While the majority of

Dono6t Jufedr g€thi ltdhreenos

the planning is done, a lot of the success
will count on you. FCC needs your donation
of time and talents to provi de the services
for auctioning. No service is too small to
auction and your participation is welcomed.

If you want to donate a service or have
guestions about the
activities, please send me an email or you
may talk directly with Pat  Darby or myself.
We would be happy to answer your
guestions or list your donations.

Last but not least, FCC does not have a
monopoly on this day of fun. So, please
invite friends, family, neighbors, co -
workers, teachers, or students to come and
participate . Look for more complete details
in August.

See you at the Auction in September
Ron Ruston (ruston0308@charter.net )
Pat Darby

NURSERY WORKERS

June 14 Denise Smith

June 21 Denise Smith

June 28 Kelly Therrien

July 5 Cynthia Henshaw
July 12 Heather Baczewski
July 19 April Saner

July 26 Missy King

August 2 Sherri Mills

August 9  Kristie Casey
August 16 Lauren Bastien
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August 23 TBA July 9 Nicholas H

August 30  TBA July 10 Evelyn A
July 12 Samuel P
July 12 Jenny N
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREERNI Ju|y14 JohnW
7 July 16 Amy P
July 19 Jonathan H
July 19 Michael S
July 20 Susan C
gt July 20 Thomas M
Nursery volunteers needed S o5 Richard B
Please contact Sherri Mills at :]]U:y 23 hBﬂattféeW I\R/I
uly randon
978-632-8040 or July 30 Chelsea K
SherriMills13@yahoo.com July 31 Alwyn M
if youdd Ii ke to help (AHJGUS'IH the nursery.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREERNI Augustl LaurenB
DY NG O) NG O (G LY, August 1 Thomas K
@ @ @ % & % @ August 3 Abigail S
VA AP S AN A A4 August 3 Ana T
AERLAR S,
, August 7 Charles M
B -thd | August 9 Robert S
Hq Ppy |r ay August 11 Ruth C
August 11 Sandra O
JUNE August 16 Mara P
August 20 Doris M
jﬂ?]ee é iﬁfa(n: R August 21 Eric M
June 7 James G August 22 Shayne P
June 11 Kerry B August 22 My_kala B
June 12 Megan H August 24 Julie S
June 12 Keira K August 24 Ernest B
June 13 Brian D August 26 Andrew R
June 13 Cherie H 2333:: gg CS;(:V;nnBP
332: 1? ;:ErslzzaLM August 29 Thomas S
June 18 Emily T August 30 Ca_rpl R (Sue)
June 20 Melissa K August 31 Philip B
June 20 Bradley L
June 23 Zachery O
June 28 Nancy D
June 30 David G S
of etermnal life.
JULY John 6:68
July 2 Anita R
July 5 Kenneth C
July 6 Dianne L
July 6 Gabriella S H
July 7 Robert B
July 7 Martha T
July 8 Justina R
July 9 Waite C |l
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In our
| thoughts

264 ] & prayers
SV U RVl R REVG U JOYS AND CONCERNS

Prayers of Healing, Comfort, and Peace for:
FLOWER COMMITTEE NEWS x All the families and members of the
armed forces
§ §In cl:glzg:]z;)t?o?: of x  Prayers of celebrationfor the birth of
§ Inlovi ¢ Matthew Mitchell Smith.
nloving memory o x Prayers of celebration for the birth of

Fresh flowers inthe  Sanctuary will be a Madison Grace.
welcome addition to our Sunday service. X Prayers of joy for Tim Glover as he
You have the choice of taking them home graduates WPI and enters his next step

in life.

Comfrting pgayers for the family and
efrr::-nd%ro Ma{)k Goliber .
x Healing prayers for Wayne as he suffers

with you or having the Deacons deliver

them to the o0joys and con
church members . Flowers can be order

from Valley florists for $26 or from

OX

L with a drug problem.
Artistic Petals for  $30. x  Sympathies to the Laine Family upon
Call the Flower Committee, the loss of Clayton.
wedl |l do the rest! x Continuedprayersfor Dana and
Sue Menard at 978 -632 -5586 Winona Vickery James Gartner,

Marsha, Peggy McGuire, and Nancy

Andrews.
@w«aﬁf@@w« x Healing prayers for all who are in the

hospital.

They went to
Capernaum

looking d
for Jesus. —~ \ Whoever believes

has eternal life.

John 6:24
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

June
06/02 Deacons @ 7pm
@ VBS Decorating @ 7pm
06/04 La Leche League @ 9:30am
& CAC Meal
& Search Canmittee @ 6pm
@ Yoga @ 6pm
& Choir @7pm
06/06 FAIR ON THE GREEN 9am i 2pm
See Lauren Bastien with questions

06/07 Worship Service @ 10:30am
@ Childrenb6s Day
@ Church Picnic at
church
06/10 Trustees @ 7pm
@ Al-anon @ 7pm
06/11 CAC Meal

06/14 Worship Service @9:30am
& Fellowship Meeting

06/16 Council @ 7pm

06/17 Al-anon @ 7pm

06/18 CAC Meal i last one for the summer

06/21 Worship Service @ 10:30am
@ Happy Fathero6s
06/24 Al-anon @ 7pm

06/28 Worship Service @9:30am

06/30 Playgroup at Ashburnham playground

at 10ami See April Saner

July
07/01 Al-anon @ 7pm

07/05 Worship Service @9:30am
07/08 Trustees @ 7pm
@ Al-anon @ 7pm

07/12 Worship Service @ 930am
07/14 Deacons @ 7pm
07/15 Al-anon @ 7pm

07/19 Worship Service @9:30am
07/22 Al-anon @ 7pm

Day

August
08/02 Worship Service @9:30am
x 08/0371 08/07 VBS 9ami 12noon
08/05 Al-anon @ 7pm

08/09 Worship Service @ 930am
08/12 TRUSTEES @ 7pm
@ Al-anon @ 7pm

08/16 Worship Service @9:30am

08/18 COUNCIL @ 7pm

08/19 Al-anon @ 7pm

08/20 for the SEPTEMBER TOWER TIMES

swsl etter e is Aug 20"
3 Please submit via email to
He n SDEPDLln f fecgapdner@netlplus.com

Thank You!

0823 Worship Service @9:30am
08/26 Al-anon @ 7pm

0830 Worship Service @9:30am

NIK & DSH

Playgroup is off and running
again! Playgroup will
be held at the Ashburnham
Playground at 10am on the
following Tuesday s
June 30 "
July 14 ™
July2g ™
August 11 ™

No playgroup if raining.

Please call the
April Saner at 978-630- 3261

07/26 Worship Service @9:30am or ChfurChd9Z$| -632- 2142
07/29 Al-anon @ 7pm or aetaills.
| The Tower Times - 8- JUN/JUL/AUG 2009 |
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uneds Of f i e Hour s
|

Juneds Of fiflce

noon to 2:30pm
Tuesday June 2nd & Thursday June 4t
Tuesday June 9" & Thursday June 11t
Tuesday June 16" & Thursday June 18th
Monday June 22nd & Tuesday June 23

Juyds Office
Friday July 3@ 9am & noon
Tuesday July 7th 10amd 2pm
Tuesday July 14t 10amd 2pm
Office Closed the week of July 20th
Tuesday July 28t 10am & 2pm

J
Al

August 6 ©ffice Hours

Wednesday August 5t 10am- noon
Thursday August 6 th 10am - noon

Thursday August 13t 10amad 2pm .

Thursday August 20 th  10amd 2pm CFQCOdI|e Dock

Thursday August 27 " 10am & 2pm Vacation Bible School
August 3-7 9am 12noon

~~Where Fearless K ids Shine
Godds Light ~~
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